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About Long Island Reads

444 One IslanadOne Book

longjslandreads

One Bookprojects are communityide reading programs. The fi@me Bookproject was

initiated by the Washington Center for the Book in 1998. Since then, the concept has spread
across the United States and around the world. Seattle librarian, Nancy Pearl, Baitvor of
Lustand More Book Lustand NPR book critic, is the mastermind behind@me City, One
Bookp henomenon. |l f your city is interestedoc

Todé information bwwwspliongg to Seattl e Reads

To see a listing @ne City, One Bookorojects visit the Library of Congress website at

www.read.gov/resourcesirojects are listed by state, city and author. While at the Library of

Congress site, check out their Center for the Book.

The Long Island ReadSommittee is a group of librarians and library employees from Nassau
and Suffolk counties on Long Island, New York who volunteer to work on thisvistend
reading initiative. Each spring people in Nassau and Suffolk read the same book, participate

discussions of the selection, and enjoy related events in public libraries.

Many Long Island Reads events take place during

National Library WeekApril 12-18, 2015

For more information about
Long Island Reads One Islafthe Book visit:

www.longislandreads.org


http://www.spl.org
http://www.read.gov/resources/

About Alice Hoffman

Alice Hoffman was born in New York City and grew up on Long Islaftdr
graduating from Valley Stream High School North in 1969, she attended Adelphi University,
from which she received a Bachelor of Arts degree in 1818.then earned a Master of Arts
in Creative Writing from Stanford University in 1975, where she was a Mirrellees Fellow.
Hoffman, a skillful storyteller whose books have been published in more than 20 translations
and more than 100 foreign editions, currently resides in Boston, MassachHgettes/els
have received mention as notable books of the year by numerepsofilglpublications.

Hof f mands more than 30 b ®Eadicaldlagiamagr wor |k
motion picture starring Sandra Bullock and Nicole Kidni#re on Earthian Oprah Book
Club selection that was a modern r Buenngi n
Heightsthe highly praised historical novéle Dovekeeperand The Museum of
Extraordinary Thing$ier books for teens includ8reen Angek postapocalyptic fairy tale
about loss and lov&reen Witch Incantationa story about hidden Jews during the Spanish
Inquisition, chosen biPublishers Weekigs a best book of the ye@he Foretellinga book
about an Amazon girl in the Bronze Age dad/amarinealso a major motion picturdt Risk
concerning a family dealing with AIDS, can be found on the reading lists of many universities
colleges and secondary schools. Committed to encouraging young writers, Alice Hoffman
founded the Hoffman Teen Writing Program, held every summer at Adelphi University in
Garden City, NY.Her advance frondocal/ Girls a collection of inteelated fiction about love
and loss on Long Island, was donated to help create the Hoffman Breast Center at Mt. Aubur
Hospital in Cambridge, Massachusetts.

Hoffman has also worked as a screenwriter and is the author of the original screenplay
Independence DayHer short fiction and ncfiction have appeared ifhe New York Times
The Boston Globe Magazinkenyon Reviewlhe Los Angeles Timegrchitectural Digest
Harvard RevieyPloughshareand other magazines. Her most recent naviglatbird will be
published in March, 2015 and her 2011 historical ndve,Dovekeepersvill premiere on
CBS as a four hour miseries from executive producers Roma Downey and Bariett in
2015.




Synopsis

The spellbindingVew York Timesestseller from the author &he Dovekeeperis an
extraordinary novel about an electric and impassioned lovB@ffain e nchant i ng
with history aUSdl7T@DA®ense of placeod (

Coralie Sardie is the daughter of the sinister impresario behind The Museum of
Extraordinary Things, a Coney Island freak show that thrills the masses. An exceptional
swi mmer, Coralie appears as the Mermai d i
the Wolfman and the Butterfly Girl. One night Coralie stumbles upon a striking young man
taking pictures of moonlit trees in the woods off the Hudson River.

The dashing photographer is Eddie Cohen, a Russian immigrant who has run away frol
his community and his jJjob as a tailords a
Triangle Shirtwaist Factory fire, he beco
disappearance, and he ignites the heart of Coralie.

Alice Hoffman weaves her trademark magic, romance, and masterful storytelling to unit
Coralie and Eddie in a tender and moving story of young love in tumultuous/trmes.

Museum of Extraordinary Thingss o0 a | avi sh tale aboufhe str a

New York Times Book Revigw




Alice Hoffman &7he Museum of Extraordinary Thingsline
REVIEWS

BookPageewsletter had this to say abdbe Museum of Extraordinary
Thingsa y & dzZNX @02 Yk yc Kg 3y |

See what th&/ew York Timesad to say abouuseum of Extraordinary
Thingshere:a y & dzNX @02 Yk Yy y S & dzS

Boston Globaeviews y & dzNI @02 Yky gay2n]

Museum of Extraordinary Thingsa s a n E d iOpreahmégazing® i
ayedNI #02Yk 1 ENb IR

Kirkus e y & dzNI ®O02 Yk n2&ETH

Jewish Book World Magazireey & dzNI @02 Ykt S& | o Lly

SOCIAL MEDIA CONNECTIONS

Follow Alice Hoffman on Facebook:y & dzNX ®O02 YK Y T RYRH

See what readers like you thougWhseum of Extraordinary Things
Goodreadss y & dzNX ®O02 Yk { 6 ODo pF

Watch the trailer foMuseum of Extraordinary Thingsy & dzNX ® 02 Yk 2 1

Listen to excerpts fromvuseum of Extraordinary Thingsy & dzNX @02 Yk Y

Look at all the pins on Pinterest #ftuseum of Extraordinary Thingsy & dzNX «
fENNTOY

“VIOLETTA—THE HALF WOMAN 3
DREAMLAND CIRCUS SIDE SHOW, CONEY ISLAND, N.¥.

Here is the Long Island Reads Pinterest Board#Aaseum of Extraordinary L

Things a y & dzNI ©02 Ykt 022 ] K

INTERVIEWS

A SundayNew York Times, By The Boodkterview With Alice Hoffmane vy & dzNI @
YEETHY]

Alice Hoffman and Judith Light discuss the audiobooWwdeum of Extraordinary
Thingsa y & dzNI @02 Yk |1 FOpE22

Alice Hoffman talks about how she writes in Baston Globénterviews y & dzNI ® C =
YoliSEcE


http://tinyurl.com/n6hwg8k
http://tinyurl.com/mnnesue
http://tinyurl.com/nwsno4k
http://tinyurl.com/kxr59gd
http://tinyurl.com/k4oyx72
http://tinyurl.com/leyabp8
http://tinyurl.com/n7admd2
http://tinyurl.com/kwcv39f
http://tinyurl.com/oz4ywnk
http://tinyurl.com/mg7tsos
http://tinyurl.com/lxr4fwn
http://tinyurl.com/lxr4fwn
http://tinyurl.com/lcjo9kh
http://tinyurl.com/nll728q
http://tinyurl.com/nll728q
http://tinyurl.com/kfc5xjj
http://tinyurl.com/n3qex6x
http://tinyurl.com/n3qex6x

Suggestions for Reading Critically

Adapted from the Library of Congress Center for the Book Guidelines

The best stories are those that connect to human experience. They reveal an important truth, or provide a
profound sense of kinship between reader and writer. Searching for, identifying, and discussing these truths
deepens the reader's appreciation of the story. Asking questions, reading carefully, imagining yourself in the
story, analyzing style and structure, and searching for personal meaning in a work of literature all enhance tf
work's value and the discussion potential for your group. Here are some helpful suggestions on how you cal
become a more critical reader.

Make notes and mark pages as youlgeading for a book discusséwhether you are the leader or
simply a participari differs somewhat from reading purely for pleasure. As you read a book in
preparation for a discussion, ask questions of yourself and mark down pages to which you might wan
refer again. Make notes like, "Is this significant?" or "Why does the author include this?" Making notes
you go slows down your reading but saves you the time of searching out important passages later.

Ask tough questions of yourself and the boOkviously, asking questions of yourself as you read means
you don't know the answer yet, and sometimes you never will discover the answers. Don't be afraid ti
ask hard questions because often the author is presenting difficult issues for that very purpose. Look
guestions that may lead ted@pth conversations with your group and make the readings more
meaningful.

Pay attenti on t oAstwithenyahiltchitioarrsading mersvesanithepsactice. Remember
that a good author uses every word in a text deliberately. Try to be aware of what the authors are
revealing about themselves and what they want you to learn about life from their perspectives.

Analyze themesTry to analyze the important themes of a story and to consider the premises with which tt
author started. Imagine an author mulling over the beginnings of the story, asking, "what if" questions

Get to know the character8v/hen you meet the characters in the book, place yourself at the scene. Think
of them as you do the people around you. Judge them. Think about their faults and their motives.
What would it be like to interact with them? Are the tone and style of their dialogue authentic? Read
portions aloud to get to know the voices of the characters.

Notice the structure of the stories as well as the organization of the entirSbimaitimes the structure of
the book illustrates an important concept or helps to create a mood. Notice how the editor structured
the book. How do the stories relate to each other? How are the individual stories and selections
structured?

Who are the narratofs How does the sequence of events unfold to create the mood of the story? Is it
written in flashbacks? Does the sequence of actions make sense to you?

Make comparisons to other stories and wokempare the book and the stories to others that have a
similar theme or style. Often, themes run through an author's works that are more fully realized by
comparison. Comparing one author's work to that of another can help you solidify your opinions, as
well as illuminate qualities you may otherwise miss.



Suggested Book Discussion Questions

1. The novel is framed by two spectacular fires. Why do you think the author chose to structure the novel thi:
way? What effect does each fire have on the major characters and on the people of Manhattan and Brooklyr

2. How does Raymond Morris, known as the Wol f man
circumscribed world? What parallels does Coralie find between her own life and those of the chataegers in
Eyre&

3. Why does Coralie keep Maureen in the dark abo
Would Maureen have been able to protect Coralie if she had known?

4 . Eddi e says oOthe past was what we carried with
close or let it god (139). Was Eddie able to | et
from his father?

5. Why does Eddie feel compelled to solve the my
good ofinder6?

6. When Coralie steps into the Iionds cage, the
youo (196). Do you agree? Does Coralie agree? 1In
acquiesce to his demands?

7. Why did the author emphasize animals, water, fire and dreams?

8. Consider Coralieds claim that ocuriosity had

father and the outside world worsen her situation or improve it? How naive is Coralie?

9. What did you make of the living wondergbé Museum of Extraordinary Thirggslow did their treatment
differ at Dreamland? What enables some of the wonders, such as the Butterfly Girl, to achieve a semblance
normal life?

10. What sort of atmosphere does Alice Hoffman create by using dreams as a recurring motif? How do

Coraliebds and Eddi eds dreams expose their inner
11. What is the actual Museum of Extraordinary T
Why?

12. Professor Sardie and Abraham Hochman both present themselves as things they are not. How did you f
about their deception and satfjgrandizement? Do circumstances make one worse than the other? In what wa
did the culture of earyventieticentury New York City favor the corrupt and those who bent the rules?

13. How do you interpret the epigraph from Walt Whitman?



Suggested Book Discussion Questions

14. Wher e, and to whom, did Eddi e | ook oto find
Abraham Hochman, the hermit, and Mr. Weiss each have to teach him?

15. Who had more to overcome, Coralie or Eddie?

16. Why did Maureen choose to stay with the Professor and Coralie, in spite of his treatment of her? Of the
lessons that Maureen taught Coralie, which were the most important?

17. Was Eddieds treatment of his father and reje

18. Consider the role that animals play in the novel. Why does Coralie save the tortoise? What is the symbol
of the trout that Eddie cannot kill? In what other instances do animals reveal something about a character?

19. Did the use of alternative narrators enhance the storytelling?

20. I n thinking of her father, Coralie says oper
cannot be erased by circumstance or fashioned in
can be innately evil? Are the morally ambiguous actions of other characters, such as Eddie or the liveryman,
redeemed?

21. What was the difference in the way that Eddie and Moses saw things?

22. Hof fmands portrait of New York City is of a
most vividly to you? I f youbdve spent time -in New
twentiethcentury? What places are currently undergoing similar transformations or experiencing similar
tensions?

23. Did the authordéds use of magi cal reali sm enha
24. Some years, |ike 1911, seem more oO0epico6 than
in the air?

25. What compels us to continue reading about unpleasant characters such as Professor Sardie and about
disturbing events such as the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory and Dreamland fires?



If You Liked The Museum of Extraordinary Thirkgs
Fiction

Triangleby Katharine Webeifi Esther Gottesfeld is the last remaining survivor of the 1911 Triangle Shirtwaist
Factory fire, a believable and memorable witness to the horrors of that day.

Swim to Méby Betsy Cartdi Delores is a Brooklyn girl who moves to 1970s Florida and reinvents herself as
the star mermaid at Weeki Wachee Springs.

Night Circusy Erin Morgensterii The black and white tents of Le Cirque des Reves, a circus that arrives
without warning, are the setting for a magical story.

Water for Elephantsy Sara Gruefi Recounts the wild and wonderful years Jacob Jankowski spent with the
Benzini Brothers Most Spectacular Show on Earth, a traveling circus he joined during the Great Depression.

The Golem and The Jintiy Helene Weckefi Ahmad and Chava become unlikely friends and soulmates with
a mystical connection in 1899 Manhattan.

The Light Between Oceahy M. L. Stedmaii Tom Sherbourne is a lighthouse keeper on Janus Rock. When
a baby washes up in a rowboat, he and his young wife, Isabel, decide to raise the child as their own.

My Notorious Lifedby Kate Manning Axi e Mul doond&s story begins on t|
impoverished child of Irish immigrants, she grows up to become one of the wealthiest and most controversia
women of her day.

Amazing Aadventures of Kavalier & QigMichael Chabofi In this Pulitzer Prize winning novel, two cousins,
one from New York, the other a refugee from Prague, create a popular comic book series.

Ragtimévy E.L. Doctorowi Captures the spirit of America in the era between the turn of the century and 1914
following the stories of real and fictional characters.

Awayby Amy Bloomii 22-yr-old Lillian Leyb has fled the pogroms which killed her family in Russia. After
arriving in New York in 1926, she sets out west across the country determined to find her daughter at all cos

The Alienisty Caleb Carii A riveting historical mystery set in New York in 1896 that features a cast of real
figures, including then Police Commissioner Theodore Roosevelt, and a fictional search for a serial killer.

Elizabeth Streéty Laurie Fabiand The Italian immigrant experience in early 1900s New York is told through
the eyes of Giovanna Costa, who makes a life in her new world in spite of reeling from a series of personal
tragedies.

The Electric Michaelangdly Sarah Halfi A Man Booker finalist, this sweeping novel explores loss and
redemption in a comingf-age story about a tattoo artist from England who reinvents himself on the boardwalk
in 1930s Coney Island, N.Y.

Dreamlandby Kevin Bakefi A vast, sprawling carnival of a novel set at in the early 1900s and featuring Cone!
Island and the Lower East Side, midgets and gangsters, Bowery bars and opium dens, Sigmund Freud and
Triangle Factory fire.
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