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About Long Island Reads 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One Book projects are community-wide reading programs. The first One Book   

project was initiated by the Washington Center for the Book in 1998.  Since then, 

the concept has spread across the United States and around the world.  Seattle      

librarian, Nancy Pearl, author of Book Lust and More Book Lust, and NPR book 

critic, is the mastermind behind the One City, One Book phenomenon.   

 

To see a listing of One City, One Book projects visit the Library of Congress website 

at www.read.gov/resources/.  Projects are listed by state, city and author.  While at 

the Library of Congress site, check out their Center for the Book.   

 

The Long Island Reads Committee is a group of librarians and library employees 

from Nassau and Suffolk counties on Long Island, New York who volunteer to work 

on this island-wide reading initiative. Each spring people in Nassau and Suffolk read 

the same book, participate in discussions of the selection, and enjoy related events 

in public libraries.  

 

Many Long Island Reads events take place during 

National Library Week, April 7 - 13, 2019 

For more information about Long Island Reads One Island - One Book visit:  

https://longislandreads.wordpress.com/ 

    

   One Island-One Book 



 

About Meg Wolitzer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meg Wolitzer is the New York Times–bestselling author of                           

The Interestings, The Uncoupling, The Ten-Year Nap, The Position,                 

The Wife, and Sleepwalking. She is also the author of the young                 

adult novel Belzhar. Wolitzer lives in New York City. Over the past              

decade she has also taught at both Stony Brook Southampton's                   

MFA in Creative Writing program, the Southampton                                  

Writers Conference, and the Florence Writers Workshop.  

 Three of her novels have been adapted for film; This Is My Life,                    

scripted and directed by Nora Ephron, the 2006 made-for-television                        

movie, Surrender, Dorothy, and the 2017                                                    

drama The Wife, starring Glenn Close.  

 



Synopsis of the Book 

 

 The Female Persuasion was named a most-anticipated book of the year 

by Time Magazine, Esquire, Entertainment Weekly, New York Magazine, and 

has gone on to become a New York Times Bestseller, New York Times Notable 

Book of 2018, one of People Magazine’s Top Ten Books of 2018 and one 

of USA Today’s Top Ten Books of 2018. 

  Greer Kadetsky is a shy college freshman when she meets the    

woman she hopes will change her life. Faith Frank, dazzlingly persuasive and 

elegant at sixty-three, has been a central pillar of the women’s movement for 

decades, a figure who inspires others to influence the world. Upon hearing 

Faith speak for the first time, Greer—madly in love with her boyfriend, Cory, 

but still full of longing for an ambition that she can’t quite place—feels her    

inner world light up. And then, astonishingly, Faith invites Greer to make 

something out of that sense of purpose, leading Greer down the most exciting 

path of her life as it winds toward and away from her meant-to-be love story 

with Cory and the future she’d always imagined. 

 Charming and wise, knowing and witty, Meg Wolitzer delivers a novel 

about power and influence, ego and loyalty, womanhood and ambition. At its 

heart, The Female Persuasion is about the flame we all believe is flickering     

inside of us, waiting to be seen and fanned by the right person at the right 

time. It’s a story about the people who guide and the people who follow (and 

how those roles evolve over time), and the desire within all of us to be pulled 

into the light.  



 

Meg Wolitzer & The Female Persuasion Online 

 

REVIEWS 

The Guardian: tinyurl.com/y9c39yyg  

Kirkus: tinyurl.com/yawlfotu  

New York Times Book Review: tinyurl.com/y98vt3u9  

Newsday: tinyurl.com/y79rdhvp  

Publisher’s Weekly: tinyurl.com/y83y4qad  

NPR: tinyurl.com/ybadqo67  

The New Yorker: tinyurl.com/y78w4635  

Huffington Post: tinyurl.com/y9p3ap78  

 

SOCIAL MEDIA CONNECTIONS 

Website: www.megwolitzer.com 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/meg.wolitzer/ 

Twitter: @MegWolitzer  

Goodreads: tinyurl.com/ybqxsxkc  

 

INTERVIEWS 

New York Times Sunday Routine: tinyurl.com/y7rrdleu  

NPR: tinyurl.com/y94vmzxd  

CBC: tinyurl.com/ybvtzqnn  

Barnes & Nobel: tinyurl.com/y8jprujy  

High Low Podcast: tinyurl.com/y7w38cel  

 

VIDEOS 

PBS: tinyurl.com/yaj7crqs  

The Moth: tinyurl.com/ydghf8l7  



Suggestions for Reading Critically                                                       

Adapted from the Library of Congress Center for the Book Guidelines 

The best stories are those that connect to human experience. They reveal an important truth, or provide a 

profound sense of kinship between reader and writer.  Searching for, identifying, and discussing these truths 

deepens the reader's appreciation of the story.  Asking questions, reading carefully, imagining yourself in the 

story, analyzing style and structure, and searching for personal meaning in a work of literature all enhance the 

work's value and the discussion potential for your group.  Here are some helpful suggestions on how you can 

become a more critical reader. 

 

Make notes and mark pages as you go.  Reading for a book discussion – whether you are the leader or 

simply a participant – differs somewhat from reading purely for pleasure.  As you read a book in   

preparation for a discussion, ask questions of yourself & mark down pages to which you might want to 

refer again. Make notes like, "Is this significant?" or "Why does the author include this?" Making notes 

as you go slows down your reading but saves you the time of searching out important passages later. 

 

Ask tough questions of yourself and the book.  Obviously, asking questions of yourself as you read means 

you don't know the answer yet, and sometimes you never will discover the answers.  Don't be afraid 

to ask hard questions because often the author is presenting difficult issues for that very purpose.  Look 

for questions that may lead to in-depth conversations with your group and make the readings more 

meaningful. 

 

Pay attention to the authors’ messages.  As with any skill, critical reading improves with practice.  A good 

author uses every word in a text deliberately.  Try to be aware of what the authors are revealing about 

themselves and what they want you to learn about life from their perspectives. 

 

Analyze themes.  Analyze the important themes of a story & to consider the premises with which the     

author started.  Imagine an author mulling over the beginnings of the story, asking, "what if" questions. 

 

Get to know the characters.  When you meet the characters in the book, place yourself at the scene.  

Think of them as you do the people around you.  Judge them.  Think about their faults and their 

motives.  What would it be like to interact with them?  Are the tone and style of their dialogue 

authentic?  Read portions aloud to get to know the voices of the characters. 

 

Notice the structure of the stories as well as the organization of the entire book.  Sometimes the structure 

of the book illustrates an important concept or helps to create a mood.  Notice how the editor     

structured the book. How do the stories relate to each other?  How are the individual stories and        

selections structured? 

 

Who are the narrators?  How does the sequence of events unfold to create the mood of the story?  Is it    

written in flashbacks?  Does the sequence of actions make sense to you? 

 

Make comparisons to other stories and works.  Compare the book and the stories to others that have a     

similar theme or style.  Often, themes run through an author's works that are more fully realized by    

comparison.  Comparing one author's work to that of another can help you solidify your opinions, as 

well as illuminate qualities you may otherwise miss. 



Suggested Book Discussion Questions 

Questions provided by Mara Zonderman, Westhampton Free Library 

 

1. What do you think Meg Wolitzer is trying to say about feminism in this novel? 

 

2. In her own book, The Female Persuasion, Faith Frank said: “Corporate America had 

tried to get women to behave as badly as men, … but women did not have to         

capitulate.  They could be strong and powerful, all the while keeping their integrity and 

decency.”  Of course, at the end of the book, Faith herself does not keep her integrity 

when the truth about the mentoring program is revealed.  Did that make you              

re-evaluate Faith’s character or work as a whole? 

 

3. According to Faith, there are two kinds of feminism: “individualism, which is that I get 

to shape my own life” and “sisterhood, [which] is about being together with other 

women in a cause that allows all women to make the individual choices they want.”  

Are these really two separate things?  Can one exist without the other?  Discuss the    

importance of each one, together and separately. 

 

4. Discuss the various phases of Greer and Faith’s relationship.  Did you see their falling-

out coming?  If so, when? 

 

5. The reviewer for the Guardian suggests that, “the vote, … work, and the pill, and     

sexual liberation … might have been a series of battles won, rather than the war   

promised.”  How does the novel deal with the feminism of previous eras in            

comparison with what feminism looks like now?  Do you feel that the novel’s portrayal 

of feminism and feminists in any era is accurate? 

 

6. The reviewer for The New Yorker writes that the “events of [early 2018], and the fierce 

and electrifying discussions about feminism that they have engendered, have proved to 

be far more electrifying and complex than anything Wolitzer depicts… Surpassed by 

the present that it aims to depict, the novel feels amiable and mild by comparison,     

already quaintly out of date.”  Do you agree or disagree that the novel is already out 

of date? 

 

 

 

 



Suggested Book Discussion Questions 

Questions provided by Mara Zonderman, Westhampton Free Library 

 

7. Many reviewers commented that the main female characters in the book are all white, 

well-educated, financially comfortable (if not well-off), city-dwellers.  Did the lack of 

minority representatives of feminism stand out to you?  Does every book about        

feminism have a responsibility to include women who are from ethnic minorities? 

Women from different social/economic classes?  Is Wolitzer’s message diluted by this 

lack of representation? 

 

8. As a corollary to the previous question, the reviewer for the Huffington Post says that, 

“a novel sifting through the small failures (and huge successes) of a prominent young 

white feminist hardly feels like a major statement about the movement. In 2018, aren’t 

there more vital, surprising and layered stories to tell? Aren’t there faces of the female, 

and feminist, experience calling more urgently for depiction in popular culture? Perhaps 

Wolitzer, who is remarkably gifted at portraying creative, educated young white      

women coming of age, isn’t the writer to tell those other stories ― but if not, it         

remains troubling that she and her publisher have presented this very conventional, 

very limited image of feminism as a universal story.”  Do you agree or disagree?  If you 

agree, does that make the book any less worth reading? 

 

9. What does the book say about how feminism has changed?  Is Greer a different type of 

feminist compared to Faith, or just at the beginning of her career, rather than at the end 

like Faith?  What do you think about how feminism will change in the future? 

 

10. In contrast to the criticisms presented by other reviewers, the reviewer from Time says 

that Wolitzer is “less interested in scoring points than in presenting engaging characters.  

In that realm, the novel is sporadically successful.  The moral of her story is that     

women owe it to each other, and to the world, to be their best selves.”  What do you 

think of this assessment of the book? 

 

 

 

 

 



Bad Feminist by Roxane Gay, 2014 

A collection of essays spanning politics, criticism, and feminism from one of the 

most-watched young cultural observers of her generation. 

The Mother of All Questions by Rebecca Solnit, 2017 

Rebecca Solnit offers indispensable commentary on women who refuse to be    

silenced, misogynistic violence, the fragile masculinity of the literary canon,     

the gender binary, the recent history of rape jokes, and much more. 

If you enjoyed Meg Wolitzer’s The Female Persuasion … 

Look for these Non-Fiction Picks 

My Life on the Road by Gloria Steinem, 2015 

A feminist activist and co-founder of "Ms." magazine presents a memoir       

comprised of reflections on definitive events in her career, from her time on the 

campaign trail and interactions with political leaders to her visits to India and 

her encounters with"civilian" feminists.  

The Secret History of Wonder Woman by J ill Lepore, 2014 

A cultural history of Wonder Woman traces the character's creation and enduring 

popularity, drawing on interviews and archival research to reveal the pivotal role 

of feminism in shaping her seven-decade story.   

In Praise of Difficult Women by Karen Karbo, 2018 

Smart, sassy, and unapologetically feminine, this book is an ode to the bold and 

charismatic women of modern history. Best-selling author Karen Karbo        

spotlights the spirited rule breakers who charted their way with little regard for 

expectations. 

We Should All Be Feminists by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, 2014 

In this personal, eloquently-argued essay, Adichie offers readers a unique        

definition of feminism for the twenty-first century, one rooted in inclusion and 

awareness. Drawing extensively on her own experiences and her deep              

understanding of the often masked realities of sexual politics, here is one          

remarkable author’s exploration of what it means to be a woman now.  



The Boston Girl by Anita Diamant, 2014                                                       

Recounting the story of her life to her granddaughter, octogenarian Addie           
describes how she was raised in early-twentieth-century America by Jewish        
immigrant parents in a teeming multicultural neighborhood. 

Circe by Madeline Miller, 2018 

Follows Circe, the banished witch daughter of Helios, as she hones her powers 

and interacts with famous mythological beings before a conflict with one of the 

most vengeful Olympians forces her to choose between the worlds of the gods 

and mortals.  

If you enjoyed Meg Wolitzer’s The Female Persuasion … 

Look for these Fiction Picks 

Red Clocks by Leni Zumas, 2018 

Abortion is once again illegal in America, in-vitro fertilization is banned, and the 
Personhood Amendment grants rights of life, liberty, and property to every     
embryo. In a small Oregon fishing town, five very different women navigate 
these new barriers alongside age-old questions surrounding motherhood,        
identity, and freedom.  

Unsheltered by Barbara Kingsolver, 2018 

Traces the experiences of a woman whose efforts to protect her family from    
sudden unemployment are shaped by the story of an ostracized nineteenth-
century science teacher connected to her by their home in the community of  
Vineland, New Jersey. 

Vox by Christina Dalcher, 2018 

On the day the government decrees that women are no longer allowed more 
than one hundred words per day, Dr. Jean McClellan is in denial. This can't   
happen here. Not in America. Not to her. For herself, her daughter, and every 
woman silenced, Jean will reclaim her voice.  

Young Jane Young by  Gabrielle Zevin, 2017 

Cruelly branded for her affair with her congressman boss, an intern and blogger 

changes her name and moves to a remote town in Maine with her young      

daughter before local prompting to run for public office forces her to reckon with 

the past.   



The Long Island Reads 2019 Committee 

 

Azuree Agnello West Babylon Public Library 

Valerie Acklin            Bellmore Memorial Library  

Samantha Alberts        Suffolk Cooperative Library System                                     

Laura Accardi      Patchogue-Medford Library 

Lois Buonagurio Plainview-Old Bethpage Library 

Donna Diamond      Book Talk Leader          

Martha DiVittorio       Bellmore Memorial Library 

Ellen Drucker-Albert  Cold Spring Harbor Library 

Beth Gates            Rogers Memorial Library 

Ellen Getreu               Hewlett-Woodmere Library  

Ann Gilmartin            Levittown Public Library 

Marlene Gonzalez Middle Country Public Library 

Jocelyn Kaleita           Brookhaven Free Library 

Deborah Kinirons Uniondale Public Library 

  

 

Beth Gates, Long Island Reads Suffolk Chair, Rogers Memorial Library     

Janet Schneider, Long Island Reads Nassau Chair, Peninsula Public Library 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact your public library for more information about 

Long Island Reads events during 

National Library Week, April 7 – 13, 2019 

Lisa Kroitor    Copiague Library 

Donna Mazovec Huntington Public Library 

Karen McCahey Patchogue-Medford Library 

Emilee Musumeci Smithtown Library 

Marcia Olsen  Librarian at Large  

Jacqueline Ranaldo Syosset Public Library 

Janet Schneider Peninsula Public Library  

Karen Shaw-Widman East Meadow Public Library 

Nicole Scherer   Nassau Library System 

Carol Stern  Glen Cove Public Library  

Sally Stieglitz  Adelphi University    

Myrna Velez  Brentwood Public Library 

Mara Zonderman Westhampton Free Library 

 



Long Island Reads 2019 Evaluation 

 

1.  Have you read, or do you plan to read, The Female Persuasion?   Yes ___ No ___                                                      

2.  Have you visited the Long Island Reads website at https://longislandreads.wordpress.com/ 

Yes ___ No ___ 

3. Which library do you belong to?  ________________________________________________________ 

4. Please let us know what you thought about today’s program. 

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Have you participated in any Long Island Reads events in the past?   Yes ____No ___  

6. Are you in a book club?   Yes ___ No ___ 

Is it a library book club or independent?  

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. If you would like to suggest an author or title for Long Island Reads 2020, please do so below.  

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Are you a library employee?   Yes ___ No ___  

 

Do you reside in Nassau ___  or Suffolk ____ 

 

Additional comments: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Please return this form to a member of the LI Reads committee here today or to: 

  Beth Gates,  Rogers Memorial Library                                                                         

  91 Coopers Farm Road                                                                                                        

  Southampton, NY 11968  

   

Thank you for participating in Long Island Reads! 


