
 

One Island ~ One Book 
 

LIGHT FROM OTHER STARS 
 

2020 Program Guide For Libraries 
Author Erika Swyler will be appearing at the Long island Reads Selection Award event on  

Sunday, April 19, 2020 at 2pm at Plainview-Old Bethpage Library.  

Light from Other Stars offers many exciting programming opportunities embracing the book’s 

themes, which range geographically from the state of Florida to outer space, and include female 

astronauts, fathers and daughters, the art of quilting, processing loss and grief, NASA's space 

program along with interstellar and interplanetary travel  as well as scientific experimentation and 

exploration. A sense of wonder and appreciation of our natural world and an awareness of its 

fragility are also topics which may be explored in Long Island Reads-related programs. 

 

BEYOND EARTH'S ATMOSPHERE                                    

For Children 

Interactive Astronomy Show                     

Planetarium Director and science teacher Lee Ognibene offers The Space Roadshow, an 

interactive astronomy show, as a childrens or family program and Our Endangered Earth, an 

inspiring environmental show, for older children and parents.  

Program length: approximately one hour.  

Fee: $250.  

Class Size: None. 

Contact:  spaceroadshow@yahoo.com Lee Ognibene Productions, Huntington, NY 11743 

 

Vanderbilt Museum Astronomy Outreach: Traveling Telescope   

Instructors from the Vanderbilt Observatory are available to present a three part, 90-minute 

program which consists of an astronomy activity, multimedia presentation and open ended lab 

mailto:spaceroadshow@yahoo.com


(weather permitting, including individual telescope experience). This program is also available 

for adults and families.  

Program length: 90 Minutes                                                                                                           

Grades: 3-12                                                                                                                                                

Fee: $250. $9 per additional participants over 27 up to 30.                                                             

Class Size: up to 30                                                                                                                                           

Contact: Dawn Jackson 631-854-5539, 631-854-5552 Vanderbiltmuseum.org                    

Vanderbilt Museum and Planetarium, 180 Little Neck Road, Centerport, NY  

                                                                    

For Teens and Tweens 

Cosmic Cakes: Out-of-this-World Cake Decorating              

Already-baked cakes are decorated with candy and colors. This program is also fun for adults. 

Fee: $275-$350, depending on the age of the group. 

Class size: Up to 20.  

Contact: Chef Julie Reilly 516-424-2146, chefsofdfuture.com/library-programs.  

 644 6th Avenue, New Hyde Park, NY 11040.  

   

Planetary Bites: Planet-Shaped  Treats                                              

Make yummy bite-size treats. Several flavors/styles available.  

Fee: $300 for 20 participants. (Fee may vary based on ingredients.)  

Contact: Sarah Aiosa  516-724-2309 sarahdor92@gmail.com,  crafts4libraries@gmail.com 

11 Skylark Lane, Levittown, NY 11756   

 

Droid-Building 101: How to Build a Lifesize, Operational R-2        

 John Endres, a member of Long Island R-2 Builders, will display his custom  Star Wars R2-She-2 

droid. How he made it, what it can do and how you can make your own are topics he will cover 

in this presentation. This program is  appropriate for families and all ages. 

Program length: one hour. 

Fee: None, but charitable contributions gratefully accepted.  

Contact: John Endres 631-921-0278, cdbear42@optonline.net 

7 Campo Avenue, Selden, NY 11784 

 

For Adults 

SciFi Writing Seminar with Star Trek Author Michael Jan Friedman     

Michael Jan Friedman, author of more than 80 science fiction and fantasy works, 30 of which are 

part of the Star Trek franchise, will discuss his career and share writing tips. Attendees will plot 

out a science fiction story in real time. Available for groups of all ages.  

Fee: $150.  

Contact: 516-883-8079, ferrincolos@optonline.net 

https://www.vanderbiltmuseum.org/
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Star Signs with Sarah: Craft and Lecture                               

Learn about your astrological star sign, then create a wood plaque with your sign on it. This craft 

is also available on paper. 

Class size: 15-30 

Fee: Wood - $300 - 20 participants. Paper - $230 - 20 participants. 

Contact: Sarah Aiosa 516-724-2309, sarahdor92@gmail.com,  crafts4libraries@gmail.com  

11 Skylark Lane, Levittown, NY 11756      

 

Apollo at 50: Cradle of Aviation Special Presentation      

From 1961 to 1972, Grumman employees designed, assembled and tested the Apollo Lunar 

Modules that successfully landed 12 men on the moon between 1969-1972. This PowerPoint 

lecture will highlight Long Island’s unique contributions to the Apollo space program.  

Fee: $350.  

Contact: Tom Barry 516-572-4029,  tbarry@cradleofaviation.org 

 

NASA lecture: Humans In Space  

Speakers from NASA’s Goddard Space Flight Center may be requested for Long Island library 

lectures. Additional topics available.  

Fee: None. 

Contact: Rebecca Elliott 301- 286-8956, gsfc-speakers-bureau@mail.nasa.gov                         

 

50 Years of Lunar Science: What We Learned From and Since Apollo 11                   

Planetary scientist and Stony Brook University associate professor of Geosciences Timothy 

Glotch is available to discuss Mars, the Moon and other planetary topics. 

Fee: Call.  

Contact: 631-632-1168, timothy.glotch@stonybrook.edu  

 

Classic Speculative Science Fiction Film and Lecture 

Fritz Lang’s 1926 iconic film Metropolis, set in a futuristic city sharply divided between the 

working class and the city planners, will be the focus of a lecture and discussion prior to and just 

following  the film’s  showing.  

Fee: $200.  

Contact: Keith Crocker 516-377-0011, drfaustus@verizon.net  

 

Classic Science Fiction Film and Lecture: Plan 9 From Outer Space  

Revisit the worst, fun film of all time. In this 1959 film, extraterrestrials seek to stop humanity 

from creating a doomsday weapon that could destroy the universe. A discussion and lecture will 

follow the film screening.  

Fee: $225. 

Contact: Lawrence Wolff, Classic Hollywood Lectures and Films  631 942 - 5237, 

wolffman@optonline.net  
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FATHERS AND DAUGHTERS  

Fathers and Daughters in Film  

Peter Bogdonavich’s classic 1973  film Paper Moon will be screened and followed by a discussion 

of the father-daughter team of actors Ryan and Tatum O’Neal as well as the roles represented in 

the film.  

Fee: $200.  

Contact: Keith Crocker, Cinematic Seminars 516-377-0011, drfaustus@verizon.net 

 

 

 

FLORIDA STATE OF MIND 

Florida in the 1960s: History Lecture by Evan Weiner                                   

Florida was at the epicenter of a cultural movement in the 1960s as the Beatles met Cassius Clay, 

Jackie Gleason moved to Florida, Disney began building Disney World, and NASA grew in 

prominence.  

Fee: $75 - $150. 

Contact: Evan Weiner 914-715-3745, evanjweiner@gmail.com  

http://evanjweiner.wixsite.com/journalism-blog  

 

GRIEF, LOSS AND LONELINESS  

Grief 101 

Grief is the normal reaction to any type of loss. We most associate the term grief with the death 

of a loved one. Living with grief can be difficult, but learning how to cope with the feelings 

associated with the grieving process can help to ease some of the pain. This workshop will 

provide information about the grieving process and how to cope with irrevocable loss. It will 

explore common myths about grief and provide information about the grief journey. 

Participants will develop a greater understanding of the grieving process as it applies to them 

and others. 

Fee: $100. 

Contact:  Michelle Graff, LCSW  516-274-0540 

 

Loneliness Workshop: Unlocking Fear and Unleashing Courage                                

This lecture will explain how to counteract individual loneliness. Topics covered include cognitive 

theory, change, perception, acceptance and non-judgment.  

Fee: Call. 

Contact: Constance Hallinan Lagan 631-589-3920, spiritseminars@optonline.net  

33 Crescent Circle, Holbrook, NY 11741  

mailto:drfaustus@verizon.net
mailto:evanjweiner@gmail.com
http://evanjweiner.wixsite.com/journalism-blog
mailto:spiritseminars@optonline.net


 

Meditation Workshops for Grief and Loss                                                     

Meditation can bring mindful and relaxing healing for those who have suffered loss and/or 

trauma. The Zen Den will bring loving kindness to your library. Each workshop can be tailored to 

fit the age group. Other workshop topics available.  

Fee: $200 - $250.  

Contact: Michelle Anglisano/Kristen McDermott 631-988-3169 or 631-848-5579, 

thezenden2019@gmail.com, Instagram: Zen_Den2019. 

 

Coping Strategies Workshop: How to be Happy When You’re Sad 

In this interactive workshop, which includes Q&A with attendees, motivational speaker Jane 

Fisher offers concepts and specific strategies to help audience members find moments of peace 

and happiness during times of adversity.  

 

Fee: $200. 

Contact: Jane Fisher; 516-672-3758;; wilplace@optonline.net; happywhensad.com; 

 

 

PLANET EARTH AND OUR NATURAL WORLD  

Bus Trip to the American Museum of Natural History                                              

Enjoy a guided tour of The Rose Center for Earth and Space, followed by a space show at the 

Hayden Planetarium.  After that, attendees may choose to visit the Butterfly Conservatory, the 

IMAX 3D Theater, or just wander the halls.  

Fee: Adults - $25.00 - Admission to the Museum and Rose Center for Earth and Space plus one 

Special Exhibition, LeFrak Theater film or Hayden Planetarium Space Show. 

Group Size: Minimum of 20 for group rates 

Contact:  AMNH Group Sales Department 212-313-7011,  groups@amnh.org, amnh.org 

Bus Companies:   

Hampton Jitney 631-283-4600, charter@hamptonjitney.com, www.hamptonjitney.com,  

Shamus Coach 631-758-1812, famousshamous3@aol.com 

Elegant Coach 631.345.5541, Elegantlimoli@optonline.net, www. ElegantLimoLi.com 

 
Citizen Science at Islip’s Seatuck Environmental Association 

Libraries may participate in a range of wildlife surveys and other "citizen science" projects 

throughout the year. These include the Long Island Volunteer River Herring Survey (March to 

May), the NYSDEC Horseshoe Crab Count (May & June), Batmap Long Island (summer), Terrapin 

Watch (summer), the Captree Christmas Bird Count (late December) and the NYDEC Winter 

Waterfowl Survey (early February), among others. 

Contact:  631-581-6908, staff@seatuck.org for more information. 
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Global Warming and Climate Change: What They Mean to Long Island       

Jase Bernhardt, Hofstra Professor of Geology, Environment and Sustainability, offers lectures on 

a range of topics including climate change on global or local scales, human impacts on climate, 

and extreme weather such as hurricanes and winter storms.  

Fee: None for public libraries.  

Contact: 516-463-5731, Jase.E.Bernhardt@hofstra.edu       

     

Long Island Marine and Coast Life Lectures            

Guardian of Jamaica Bay and American Littoral Coastal Conservation Society President Don 

Riepe offers Long Island specific citizen-scientist and naturalist lectures on areas ranging from 

Jamaica Bay to Montauk Point. He also presents on the Wildlife of Long Island.  

Fee: $250. 

Contact:  718-474-0896, donriepe@gmail.com 

 

Long Island Naturalist Lectures                 

Veteran naturalist and environmental consultant Mike Bottini offers PowerPoint lectures on 

each of three topics: River Otters of Long Island, Endangered Spotted Turtles of Long Island and 

the Terrestrial Mammals of Long Island.  

Program Length: Approximately one hour.  

Fee: $200.  

Contact: 631-267-5228, mike@mikebottini.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Tea Across Time Presentation             

Tea Master Patty Hamrick will explain how tea is grown and processed, the history of its global 

spread, and where it comes from today. Attendees will learn about tea preparation and drinking 

customs all over the world through time as they sample pu’erh tea, Darjeeling tea, Tung Ting, 

and more. 

Fee: $200.  

Contact: 614-937-9327,  hamrick.p@gmail.com 

 

CHEMISTRY in COOKING 

 

The Scoop on Cookie Dough 

Learn how altering ingredients in your cookie dough will change your final outcome. Will it be 

thin or thick? Crispy or soft? During this workshop you will learn how all the characters a.k.a. 

ingredients work together and why they are in the dough. Everyone goes home with a batch of 

cookie dough that will bake 12 - 18 cookies. They can freeze it (3 months), Keep it in the fridge 

for 3 to 4 days, or bake as soon as they go home. We will also teach rolling techniques. 
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Program Length: 75 minutes 

Class Size: 24 

Fee: $350. 

Contact: The Baking Coach 631 543 8608, thebakingcoach@optonline.net  

Book Before 12/31/2019 and Save $15.00 per program. 

 

Cake Chronicles – Baking Soda vs. Baking Powder 

In this workshop we will create chocolate cupcake batter. We will discuss the differences 

between baking soda and baking powder. Plus discuss why all other ingredients are in the recipe 

and correct any issues people have with baking cupcakes. Why are mine so flat? Why do mine 

look like muffins? Why did mine sink? 

Program Length: 75 minutes 

Class Size: 24 

Fee: $350. 

Contact: The Baking Coach 631 543 8608, thebakingcoach@optonline.net  

Book Before 12/31/2019 and Save $15.00 per program. 

 

 

QUILTING 

Quilting Lessons                                                                                                                    

Master quilter and professional sewing arts designer Karen Harry is available to guide patrons  

through the basics of quilting in this two-session series. Patrons should bring cotton fabric to the 

first class. A list of additional materials will be given out then. Attendees may also bring their 

own quilting machines if desired. More advanced classes also available 

Class Size: Small groups. 

Fee: $150 for the series.  

Contact: Karen Harry, KS Creations,  516-805-6076 

 

 

SCIENTIFIC EXPLORATION AND EXPERIMENTATION 

Explorer Lecture: The Lost Franklin Expedition             

In 1845, Captain John Franklin left England with two ships specially designed to survive the cold 

and equipped with the latest technology – steam engines and canned food. Despite these 

precautions, no one from the Franklin expedition ever returned to England. Archeologist Patty 

Hamrick will share the secrets of the Franklin Expedition, the subject of much speculation, 

including the AMC miniseries The Terror.  

Fee: $150. 

Contact: 614-937-9327,  hamrick.p@gmail.com 

 

Science Lecture: Marie Curie’s Life and Work 
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Pioneer of radioactivity Marie Curie was the first woman to win a Nobel Prize, and the first 

person to win twice, in two different sciences: Physics and Chemistry. In this program, Ed Sierra, 

president of the LI Chapter of the American Nuclear Society, explores Curie’s life and work. 

 

Fee: $175.  

Contact: 631-344-4080, sierrae@sunysuffolk.edu 

 

Science Lecture: Resurrecting the Woolly Mammoth             

Discover the fascinating past of the woolly mammoth and its cousin, the mastodon, their diet, 

behavior, appearance, environment, and, of course, their eventual extinction. In this lecture 

archeologist Patty Hamrick will explore the science of how to recover ancient DNA, clone an 

animal, and deal with the practical and ethical problems of de-extinction.  

Fee: $150.  

Contact: 614-937-9327,  hamrick.p@gmail.com 

 

 

THE 1980s  

Politics of the 1980s: History Lecture by H&H Scholars                               

Revisit the Reagan Years in the White House, including such events as the 1980 election, 

Reaganomics, the fall of the Berlin Wall and subsequently the Iron Curtain, the attempted 

assassination of President Reagan, how President Reagan handled the disaster of the the 

Challenger, the "new conservatism" and more.  

Fee: $200. 

Contact: Professor Howard Ehrlich 516-236-7066,  howardehrlich@optonline.net, or  

Professor Harvey Sackowitz 516-978-3756, asackowitz@aol.com 

 

WOMEN IN FLIGHT  

Take Flight with Long Island’s Daring and Pioneer Women Aviators               

Dr. Natalie Naylor, president of the Nassau County Historical Society and retired Hofstra 

University history professor will present a lively look at intrepid area women, beginning with the 

first woman aviator who flew on Long Island in 1910. 

Fee: $200.  

Contact: 516- 538-7679, Natalie.A.Naylor@hofstra.edu  

496 Clarendon Rd., Uniondale, NY 11553  

 

FEATURE FILMS 

Annihilation: Biologist Lena volunteers to lead an all-female team on an expedition into a 

mysterious region where evolution has taken a twisted turn. The group must uncover the area's 

monstrous secrets to save Lena's husband and the world.  
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Year Released: 2018 

Rating: R  

Run Time: 115 min.  

Public Library rights: Swank 

 

Interstellar: Astronauts embark on a dangerous mission through a wormhole in order to find a 

habitable planet in a distant galaxy.   

Year Released: 2014 

Rating: PG13  

Run Time: 169 min.  

Public Library rights: Swank 

 

A Wrinkle in Time:  Meg and her younger brother Charles have been without their scientist 

father, for five years, ever since he discovered a new planet and used the concept known as a 

tesseract to travel there.  

Year Released: 2018 

Rating: PG 

Run Time: 109 min.  

Public Library rights: Swank 

 

Apollo 13: NASA must devise a strategy to return Apollo 13 to Earth safely after the spacecraft 

undergoes massive internal damage putting the lives of the three astronauts on board in 

jeopardy. 

Year Released: 1995 

Rating: PG  

Run Time: 140 min.  

Public Library rights: Swank 

 

Gravity: Two astronauts work together to survive after an accident leaves them stranded in 

space.  

Year Released: 2013 

Rating: PG13  

Run Time: 91 min.  

Public Library rights: Swank 

 

Approaching the Unknown: A U.S. astronaut prepares for a mission to Mars.  

Year Released: 2016 

Rating: R  

Run Time: 90 min.  

Public Library rights: Swank  

 

 



DOCUMENTARIES 

The following films are available for Public Library screenings free of charge under the PBS 

Educational license.  

NOVA: Back to the Moon: Fifty years after humans first stepped foot on the moon, engineers, 

scientists and entrepreneurs engage in new discoveries to make life on the moon a reality.  

Year Released: 2019 

Rating: TV-PG  

Run Time: 60 min.  

 

NOVA: Pluto and Beyond: Follow the New Horizons spacecraft as it makes its historic flyby of 

one of the furthest objects in the solar system. Follow as they plan and execute maneuvers to 

allow the spacecraft to target a Kuiper Belt object known as Ultima Thule.  

Year Released: 2018 

Rating: TV-PG  

Run Time: 60 min. 

  

THE FARTHEST: It is one of humankind's greatest achievements. More than 12 billion miles away 

a tiny spaceship is leaving our Solar System and entering the void of deep space - the first 

human-made object ever to do so.   

Year Released: 2017 

Rating: PG  

Run Time: 121 min.  

 

8 DAYS - To the Moon and Back:  Eight days, three hours, 18 minutes, 35 seconds. That's the 

total duration of the most important and celebrated space mission ever flown - Apollo 11 - when 

we first stepped foot on the moon. Eight days that created some of the most iconic images in 

human history and changed the way we think about our place in the universe forever. 

Year Released: 2019 

Rating: TV-PG  

Run Time: 90 min.  
  

Space Men: U.S. Air Force pilots and scientists lay the groundwork for the U.S. space program 

through project "Man High".  Length: 60 minutes. Rated TV-PG. 2016.  

Year Released: 2016 

Rating: TV-PG  

Run Time: 55 min.  
 

 

 

 

 



 Note to participating libraries:  

Please email us at longislandreadscommittee@gmail.com when you have booked a program included in this 

guide so that your program may be noted.  

Thank you for your support. 

  

 For more information about Long Island Reads,  

contact:  

Nassau chair: Janet Schneider at jschneider@peninsulapublic.org|  

Suffolk chair: Mara Zonderman at maraz@westhamptonlibrary.org 

 

www.longislandreads.org 
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