
One Island - One Book

The Living and the Lost

by Ellen Feldman

Program Guide For Libraries

Spring 2022

Author Ellen Feldman will appear at the Long Island Reads

Selection Award hybrid event at 2PM on Sunday, May 1 at

Plainview-Old Bethpage Library and via Crowdcast.

The Living and the Lost offers many programming opportunities embracing the book’s themes, which include

post-WWII Germany and displaced persons, antisemitism, loss, and resilience. Set in Allied-occupied

Germany, The Living and the Lost follows Millie and David, a brother and sister who return to Berlin, their

former hometown haunted by ghosts, hoping against hope to find their family.

In consideration of Covid-19 restrictions, most programs are available online only.

Programs which are available in-person are listed accordingly.

Program Guide Compiled by:

Lisa Kroitor, Copiague Memorial Public Library

Janet Schneider, Peninsula Public Library

If your library hosts a Long Island Reads related event, please let us know.

Click the link below to share program details and to spread the word.

Thank you for supporting Long Island Reads!

https://tinyurl.com/2022LIReads

For more information about Long Island Reads, contact:

Nassau Chair: Janet Schneider at janet.schneider126@gmail.com

Suffolk Chair: Mara Zonderman at maraz@westhamptonlibrary.org

www.longislandreads.org
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FOR ADULTS

WARTIME REFUGEES AND IMMIGRANTS

Immigration on Film

Film Historian Max Alvarez will look at how immigrants and refugees have been portrayed on film, from

romanticized views to the more gritty films which look at the challenges they faced. This lecture will

feature clips from films ranging from Hester Street to El Norte. Fee: $275. Contact:

Alvarez.Max@gmail.com. 212-988-2265. Platform: Zoom.

The Films of Billy Wilder

Legendary director Billy Wilder became a screenwriter while living in Berlin in the late 1920s, moving to

Hollywood in 1934 with $11 to his name. Many years later, his private art collection was auctioned by

Christie’s for $32.6 million. In the years in between, Wilder left a rich contribution to American cinema.

Film Historian Max Alvarex will discuss his films and their impact in an illustrated lecture. Fee: $275.

Contact: Alvarez.Max@gmail.com. 212-988-2265. Platform: Zoom.

Your Life in a Shoebox

Through letters and official documents found in a shoebox in his mother’s closet after her recent

passing, historian and tour guide Yonatan Kohn will share the twists and turns of his family’s attempts to

flee 1930s Czechoslovakia. Streaming live from Tel Aviv, this program is an intimate portrait of personal

crises as well as a sweeping, timeless story of what it means to be a refugee. Fee: $250. Contact:

Yonatan Kohn,jonskon@hotmail.com. 972 54 554 3448. Platform: Zoom.

Immigrant Humor: The Bintel Brief in 2022

The Bintel Brief newspaper column was a regular feature of the Jewish Daily Forward for more than 80

years and helped bewildered European immigrants learn about their new country, giving a forum for

seeking advice on the sometimes hilarious predicaments that result when Old World meets New.

Humorist Marjorie Gottlieb Wolfe will present an updated version in this gentle 60-minute comedy

routine. Fee: $200. Contact: Marjorie Gottlieb Wolfe, 516-433-5439. wolfeny@webtv.net. Platform:

Zoom.

Piano Concert & Lecture: The Mischlinge Exposé

The Mischlinge Exposé combines music, literature, and images to evoke haunting memories of the

Mischlinge - half-Jews and German-Jewish converts in wartime Germany, as reflected in Ms. Enger's own

experience as the child of a Holocaust survivor. Fee: Negotiable. Contact: Carolyn Enger,

carolyn@carolynenger.com, 201-541-0958. Platform: Zoom or in-person.

JEWISH COMMUNITIES AND CULTURE

The Synagogues of Long Island / In-Person Program

Historian Brad Kolod ny, author of Seeking Sanctuary: 125 Years of Synagogues on Long Island and

president of The Jewish Historical Society of Long Island, has vis it ed and doc u ment ed every cur rent and

for mer syn a gogue build ing on the island. His passion for uncovering the past has led to the discovery of

many little known or long forgotten facts about the history of the Jewish community in Nassau and

Suffolk counties. As part of his in-person presentation he will share photos, records, and anecdotes

ranging from the very first synagogue built on Long Island in Setauket to present day congregations.

Contact: Brad Kolodny, kolodnybrad@gmail.com. Available in-person only. Fee: $150.
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Traditions of German-Jewish Cooking

Mother-daughter team Gabrielle Rossmer Gropman and Sonya Gropman, authors of The German-Jewish

Cookbook (Brandeis Univ. Press, 2017), will discuss the journey which resulted in their cookbook,

highlighting traditions, recipes, and culture. They include a special focus on German-Jewish cuisine as

it existed in Germany prior to WWII and as refugees later adapted it in the US and elsewhere. Fee:

$250. Contact: Gabrielle Rossmer Gropman, gjrossmer@gmail.com, 617-669-9801. Platform: Zoom.

REBUILDING BERLIN’S JEWISH COMMUNITY

Present-Day Berlin’s Jewish Community: A Virtual Visit

This Zoom program will stream live from Berlin to discuss contemporary Jewish life there today.

Highlights include a look at the Fraenkelufer Synagogue, originally opened in 1916 and damaged during

Kristallnacht in 1938. As one of Berlin's smallest and oldest synagogues, it is an important part of the

city's active and growing Jewish community, and the site of an ongoing restoration project. Fee: $300.

Contact: Dani Rotstein, jewishmajorca@gmail.com. Platform: Zoom.

VETERANS OF MILITARY SERVICE

Voices of Jewish American Airmen

Filmmaker Alan Feinberg, who produced the award-winning documentary Bagels Over Berlin, will

discuss the experiences and heroism of young Jewish men in the American military during World War II

with a focus on the US Army Air Corps, which suffered the highest mortality rates among the branches

of the armed forces. Fee: A contribution to Vets Helping Heroes (www.vetshelpingheroes.org),is

requested. Contact: Alan Feinberg, 561-376-4822; alanfeinberg1@me.com. Platform: Zoom.

Veterans Information Session

Find out about improved changes to VA Vet Center programs including new eligibility that opens the

door for more military service members to receive services.Veterans Outreach Program Specialist and

Army Veteran Sharran Chambers-Murphy, of the Nassau Vet Center in Hicksville, will present this Zoom

program. Fee: None. Contact: Sharon Chambers-Murphy, 516-348-0088;

sharran.chambers-murphy@va.gov. Platform: Zoom. In-Person availability anticipated for 2022.

Veterans Appreciation Workshop: The “Other” Ground Zero

Dianna Flett, Lieutenant Colonel, US Army (Ret.), Former Intelligence Officer. Desert Shield/Desert

Storm Veteran, Creator and CEO Girl Smarts, will present an online program in which she discusses what

veterans and families do, have done and are prepared to do in service to their country. Dianna will

describe what it was like being the DIA Officer in Charge, the wife watching the Pentagon on fire with

her husband inside, and as the mom with three small boys at home, combined with being 8 months

pregnant with her fourth son. Fee: $250. Contact: Dianna Flett, dlflett@girlsmarts.com;

WomenVeteranSpeakers.com. Platform: Zoom.

WARTIME EXPERIENCES AND POSTWAR CONSEQUENCES

WWII Homefront: Spies, Saboteurs and Sympathizers in NYC

Writer, historian, and licensed New York City tour guide Robert Brenner of NY Adventure Club will

discuss the forgotten chapter of New York City history before the United States entered World War II,

when German spies, saboteurs, and sympathizers had infiltrated — and integrated into — communities

throughout the area. Fee: $300. Contact: Robert Brenner, rabrenner@prodigy.net, Platform: Zoom.
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World War II Long Island — The Homefront in Nassau and Suffolk

Historian and author Christopher Verga will present a look at a complex time on Long Island, which

reflected what was happening across the country. Juxtaposing the larger national picture with events

and facts specific to Long Island, he will expand on the time of fear but also of great patriotism. Fee:

$150 for online; call for in-person rates. Contact: Christopher Verga, 631-355-5925,

chrisv1081@gmail.com. Platform: Zoom or GoToMeeting (in-person also available).

Training for Germany: World War II as Staged for the 'Ritchie Boys' in Maryland

On April 11, 2022 at 6:30 PM Beverley Driver Eddy, author of Ritchie Boy Secrets will give a fascinating

look into Camp Ritchie and the training of foreign-born soldiers to be spies overseas. Camp Ritchie's

Military Intelligence Training Center was a highly secretive program for training men in prisoner

interrogation, aerial intelligence/photo interpretation, and order of battle. Find out about surprising

and interesting facts about Camp Ritchie and the Ritchie Boys. Platform: Zoom. Contact Lisa Kroitor,

lkroitor@copiaguelibrary.org at the Copiague Library, for the live registration link.

While You're Away: Love Songs of World War II / In-Person Concert

Singer Diane Cypkin, whose parents and older brother are Holocaust survivors, skillfully tells the stories

of the love songs of World War II in a way that is both entertaining and educational. Born in a displaced

persons camp in Germany, Dr. Cypkin performs songs which were popular with the soldiers who saved

her family, including Don’t Sit Under the Apple Tree and Bei Mir Bist du Schön. She has been a featured

performer at Carnegie Hall and Lincoln Center. Fee: $400. Contact: Dr. Diane Cypkin,

dcypkin@pace.edu.

Understanding the End of the Holocaust: Liberation, the End of the war, and DP Camps

This talk, presented by Dr. Thorin Tritter, museum and programming director at the Holocaust Memorial

and Tolerance Center of Nassau County, looks at the wave of liberation that swept across

Nazi-controlled Europe in 1945, focusing on the liberation experience of survivors, the establishment of

Displaced Person camps, and the ways in which Jews were able to restart their lives in the wake of the

Holocaust. The program is a one-hour event, with a 45-minute presentation and 15 minutes of Q&A.

Fee: $350. Contact: Thorin Tritter at ttritter@hmtcli.org. Platform: Zoom (in-person also available).

Plundered: The History of the Art Looted and Lost during World War II

Join art historian Jay Schuck as he surveys the artwork stolen and lost during World War II. He will

examine the reasons why these works were targeted and the efforts taken to recover them, as well as

the impact on the art world today. Fees: Online: $150. In-Person/Hybrid: $200. Contact: Jay Schuck,

631-790-2072, www.jtschuck.com; jayartservices@gmail.com. Platform: Zoom (also available in-person

or as a hybrid).

Looted Art: The Ongoing Story

Uncovering and restituting European art lost before and at the time of World War II continues to make

news.  Recent developments have traced the history of works by Pissarro, van Gogh, Klimt, Kandinsky,

Matisse and others. Art Historian Vivian Gordon, formerly with MOMA, will present an illustrated

discussion. Fee: $300. Contact: Vivian Gordon, vgordon390@gmail.com, 917-628-0328. Platform: Zoom.

Early Days of the Cold War

The Cold War began after the surrender of Nazi Germany in 1945, when the uneasy alliance between

the US and Great Britain on the one hand, and the Soviet Union on the other started to fall apart and

the Americans and British worried that Soviet domination in eastern Europe might be permanent.

Historian Martin H. Levinson will discuss this tense period of the twentieth century. Fee: $150.

Contact: Martin Levinson, mandklevin@aol.com. Platform: Zoom.
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Truman and the Bomb

Historian Tom Egan will discuss the many aspects that went into President Harry Truman's decision to

use the first atomic weapon to bring an end to World War II in the Pacific. This lecture includes a

discussion of the events in the Pacific that led to the decision, and the fallout of the decision as it

pertains to our relationship with the Soviet Union in the decades following the war. Fee: $200. Contact:

Tom Egan, 516-521-2732; thatguytom@optonline.net. Platform: Zoom (in-person also available).

Evening and weekend availability only.

PSYCHOLOGICAL TRAUMA AND GRIEF

Recognizing and Dealing with PTSD or PTG (Post Traumatic Growth)

Northwell Health physicians and staff are available to present an online Community Outreach program

which will provide an overview of steps that may be taken to help cope in the aftermath of traumatic

events. Fee: None. Contact: Annette Roth, Northwell Health Ambulatory Services, 516-318-1966,

aroth1@Northwell.edu. Platform: Zoom.

Dealing with Psychological Trauma: An Overview

The impact of trauma is far reaching and affects every aspect of health. In this Zoom program,

Katherine Schneider, LCSW will explain how to be "trauma-informed". In addition to explaining the

different types of trauma therapies and why they work, topics covered also include: the different types

of trauma, how trauma changes the brain, how to recognize the signs of trauma and PTSD/CPTSD, and

animal-assisted therapy for trauma.Fee: $150. Contact: Katherine Schneider, LCSW.

Kat@KMSPsychotherapy.com, 516-633-1274. Platform: Zoom.

Grief 101

Grief is the normal reaction to any type of loss. Living with grief can be difficult, but learning how to

cope with the feelings associated with the grieving process can help to ease some of the pain. This

workshop will provide information about the grieving process and how to cope with irrevocable loss. It

will explore common myths about grief and provide information about the grief journey. Participants

will develop a greater understanding of the grieving process. Fee: $150. Contact: Claire Sharkey, COPE

Foundation, claire@copefoundation.org, 516-274-0540. Platform: Zoom.

Meditation Workshops: Topics include but not limited to 1) Processing Loss and Grief 2) Moving From

Isolation to Socialization The Zen Den offers a peaceful way to manage feelings experienced during the

pandemic and beyond. Holistic Meditation Coaches Michelle Anglisano and Kristen McDermott will bring

equipment to your site to provide a tranquil, den-like environment for in-person groups of up to 30.

Each workshop can be tailored to fit the age group. Fee: $300. Contact: Michelle Anglisano/Kristen

McDermott 631-988-3169 or 631-848-5579, thezenden2019@gmail.com, Instagram: Zen_Den2019.

Platform: In-Person or Zoom hybrid only.
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FEATURE FILMS

Germany Year Zero (Germania, Anno Zero). (1947. NR. 1hr 18min)  In Italian with subtitles. Classic

1947 film by Roberto Rossellini set in ruined Berlin shortly after World War II. Format: DVD.

The 1936 Olympic Games. (2016 Documentary. 53min) A behind-the-scenes look at a seminal event in

pre-war Berlin. Format: Streaming on Kanopy.

Ten Seconds to Hell. (1959. NR. 1hr 33min) This 1959 Robert Aldrich film concerns German demolition

experts who return to bombed-out Berlin to defuse unexploded Allied bombs scattered throughout the

city. Format: DVD.

The Man Between. (1953. NR. 1hr 40min) Set in post-war Berlin, this 1953 film starring James Mason

concerns a former lawyer who is helping refugees escape to the West. Format: Streaming on Kanopy.

Five Days, Five Nights (1961. NR. 1hr 43min) In German with subtitles. It’s May, 1945 and Dresden is in

ruins while the Red Army searches for 2200 paintings by artists such as Rembrandt, Raphael, and

Rubens. Format: Streaming on Kanopy.

The Immigrant / Part of the Series, Chaplin’s Mutual Comedies (1916. 26min) Two-reel film from

1916. Charlie Chaplin’s The Immigrant endures as a comic masterpiece. Format: Streaming on Kanopy.

They Came to Stay: A World of Their Own / Part of the Series, The Jewish Americans. PBS. (2007.

1hr 57min) This sweeping 2007 documentary covers two centuries of Jewish immigration to the US.

Format: Streaming on Kanopy.

The Monuments Men (2014. PG-13. 1hr 58min) An unlikely World War II platoon is tasked with rescuing

art masterpieces from Nazi thieves and returning them to their owners. Format: DVD.

Mission of Honor (2018. NR. 1hr 47min) The exploits of 303 Squadron RAF during the Battle of Britain.

The squadron consisted of Polish pilots, many of whom were veterans of the air battles involved in

Germany's invasion of Poland. Format: DVD.

Judgment at Nuremberg (1961. NR. 3hrs 6min) In 1947, four German judges who served on the bench

during the Nazi regime face a military tribunal to answer charges of crimes against humanity.

Format: DVD.

The Search (1948. NR. 1hr 45min) A big-hearted GI (Montgomery Clift) finds a small boy who survived

Auschwitz wandering alone in post-WWII Germany searching for his mother. Format: DVD.

The Ritchie Boys (2004. 1hr 30min) During WWII, the U.S. formed an elite intelligence unit -- mostly

German Jewish academics -- at Camp Ritchie, Maryland. Tasked with devising ways to break the morale

of the SS, these men are often credited with bringing an early end to the war. Some of these heroes,

who are now in their eighties, are reunited in this documentary. Format: DVD (Out of print, but

available at select libraries.)
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American Veteran -Four-Part PBS documentary (2021. 3hr 45min) Today, America has nearly 18

million living military veterans, from the “Greatest Generation” to men and women coming home from

recent tours in Afghanistan and Iraq. They join the now-silent ranks of American veterans reaching back

to our earliest conflict, the Revolutionary War. American Veteran illuminates the veteran experience

with a stunning range of voices from today and across the arc of American history. Format: DVD release

date - January 4, 2022. Streaming on YouTube: Episode one:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2jqIJKWUN8Q

Episode two: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MBu75FalMUM.

Heroes - Saving Jewish Lives from Nazis (2015. 1hr 11min) The residents of the Plateau du Vivarais, a

remote region in the French countryside, stood up against the occupying Nazis and their French

collaborators by giving sanctuary to those fleeing persecution during World War II. These French citizens

refused to see oppressed individuals as anything other than human beings. Through their efforts, over

3000 Jews and other persecuted people were spared. Experience the stories of this dark yet triumphant

time as told by those who were there. And learn what made the residents of this region so willing to

risk their lives to stand against the status quo. Format: DVD, Streaming on Amazon Prime.

Germany after the War, 1945-49 (2005. 1hr 28min) This powerful documentary explores the condition

of Germany when the fighting stopped in 1945 and the subsequent four years of occupation and

reconstruction.  Views are taken from all sides, but German voices are given predominance.  With some

remarkable footage and moving testimony, this film is an important addition to the history of post-war

Europe. Format: Streaming on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YcflnToTaWI

PRE-RECORDED PANEL DISCUSSIONS AND PROGRAMS

Fleeing Germany: My Family’s Story Seattle attorney Steve Pruzan feels a deep responsibility to keep

the story of his grandparents’ escape to the United States alive. Steve’s grandparents, Max and Helene

Schlonau, owned a large farm in Warmsen, Germany for many generations, a gathering place for nearby

family. In 1938, they fled Germany for the United States. Their grandson, Steve Pruzan will share their

story of escape, discrimination, tenacity, and eventually rebuilding. Format: Streaming on YouTube:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B5IBfSuoA3A

Liberated, But Not Free: Jewish Holocaust Survivors and American Forces in Postwar Germany

Presented by the Holocaust Center for Humanity - Seattle -  Lunch and Learn

The United States is often argued to have been a strong friend of the She’erith Hapletah, or surviving

remnant of European Jewry living in postwar displaced persons camps in Germany, but a closer

examination of relations between members of these two parties illustrate much more nuanced

interactions. Format: Streaming on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d_qt3l2qyjc

Aftermath of "Liberation": Jewish Displaced Persons in the American Zone of Occupation in

Germany Presented by the National WWII Museum in New Orleans.

Tune in for an enlightening conversation about the trials and tribulations that tens of millions of

Europeans faced in the years following Victory in Europe in 1945. Though “Liberation” was a

long-awaited conclusion for those languishing in the German concentration camps in Europe, it did not

give the former captives a true sense of freedom. These “UN Displaced Persons,” or DPs, went from

concentration camps to DP camps, sometimes within the same center, and were at the mercy of the

victorious Allied powers for their survival. Format: Streaming on YouTube:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RO9xBhhGrD0
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