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by John Aldridge and Anthony Sosinski

Program Guide For Libraries

Spring 2023

Authors John Aldridge and Anthony Sosinski will appear at the Long Island Reads

Selection Award hybrid event at 2PM on Sunday, April 23 at

Half Hollow Hills Community Library and live streamed.

A Speck in the Sea chronicles the true, chilling, unexpected adventure of two men on very

different journeys between endurance and salvation.  Set in the waters off the East End of Long

Island, this story reminds everyone what it means to be part of a community and to stay positive

under the most extreme duress.  Various programming suggestions can be found within this booklet.

Programs are available in-person and/or online and are listed accordingly.

Program Guide Compiled by:

Lisa Kroitor, The Smithtown Library

Diane Malkin, Manhasset Public Library

If your library hosts a Long Island Reads related event, please let us know.

Click the link below to share program details and to spread the word.

Thank you for supporting Long Island Reads!

https://bit.ly/LIReads2023

For more information about Long Island Reads, contact:

Nassau Co-Chair: Deborah Kinirons at dkinirons@uniondalelibrary.org

Suffolk Co-Chair: Mara Zonderman at maraz@westhamptonlibrary.org

www.longislandreads.org
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Marine Life and Conservation

Cetaceans of New York: Whales, Dolphins, and Porpoises, Oh My!
Atlantic Marine Conservation Society biologists introduce participants to the whales, dolphins, and
porpoises we see here in New York waters. In New York alone we commonly see up to 12 different
cetacean species! The lecture is designed to introduce participants to the three types of cetaceans we
can see and further discuss other commonly seen species. They will discuss the behavior of these
creatures in addition to the natural and human threats these species face in our environment. By the end
of the lecture participants will be able to take the concepts learned and apply them directly to their
environment. The lecture will conclude with an open-ended discussion to touch base on any questions
the lecture may not have addressed.
Fee: $125. Contact: Atlantic Marine Conservation Society education@amseas.org. Length: 1 - 1.5
hours. Platform: In-person.

From Plankton to Whales - Why Our Local Waters are Worth Protecting
With endless stories and photos of fish kills, harmful algal blooms, oil spills, beach closures, etc. filling
our daily news feeds, it appears that our environment is in a horrific state of “Doom and Gloom”.
Although we do face many environmental challenges, this constant bombardment of negativity creates a
lack of enthusiasm among local communities when it comes to protecting our environment. Regain your
enthusiasm for protecting our marine environment by learning about some of the fascinating marine life
that inhabit the waters of Long Island." Suitable for Families.
Fee: Suffolk In-person - $300, Nassau In-person $325. Monday - Thursday evenings.  Zoom: $200.
Monday -Thursday after 5:00 PM. Contact: Chris Paparo “The Fish Guy” fishguyphotos@gmail.com.
Length: 1 hour. Platform: In-person or Zoom.

Long Island's White Shark Research
Long Island's coastal waters have an abundance of sharks, all of which we know very little about. In
2015, a small group of researchers were the first to deploy a satellite tag on a juvenile great white shark
off Long Island’s south shore. Over the subsequent two summers, a partnership with OCEARCH enabled
them to tag an additional 20 white sharks off Montauk. In this presentation, learn about the continued
work of the Shark Research and Education Program of the South Fork Natural History Museum. Suitable
for Families.
Fee: Suffolk In-person - $300, Nassau In-person $325. Monday - Thursday Evenings.  Zoom: $200.
Monday - Thursday after 5:00 PM. Contact: Chris Paparo “The Fish Guy” fishguyphotos@gmail.com.
Length: 1 hour. Platform: In-person or Zoom.

Inside The Mind of the Whale
Find out what researchers have uncovered about whales’ thinking, cognitive abilities, and their
astonishing behaviors in the wild which set them apart from other creatures, including sophisticated
memory skills, recognition, societal structures, and unique dialects. You'll be amazed!
Fee: In-person $325. Mileage charge if 15+ miles away. Virtual: $250. Contact: Cold Spring Harbor
Whaling Museum  (631) 367-3418 x10 info@cshwhalingmuseum.org Length: 1 hour.
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Whaling on Long Island
After farming, whaling was Long Island's first commercial industry, which significantly shaped our
communities. Travel back through time and explore Long Island's long & complex history of whaling, and
find out why, how and where whaling took place with photographs, quotes, and artifacts from the
museum's collection.
Fee: In-person $325. Mileage charge if 15+ miles away. Virtual: $250. Contact: Cold Spring Harbor
Whaling Museum  (631) 367-3418 x10 info@cshwhalingmuseum.org Length: 1 hour.

Musical Performances

Fisherfolk, Fishersongs: Fishermen’s Work, Life & Hardships
as told through historic and contemporary songs researched and performed by Stephen Sanfilippo.
Using a concert and lecture format, Dr. Sanfilippo presents songs of Long Island eel spearers and
clammers, Chesapeake oystermen, Maine lobstermen, fishermen of the British Isles, Sicily, and Maritime
Canada, fishmongers, Long Island’s whale fishery, and the dangers and economic hardships facing
fishermen in the 21 st century. Each song is put into the context of the work it describes and the people
who created it. Many of the songs have choruses for group singing. Performance includes
unaccompanied singing, and accompaniment with banjo, concertina and guitar. Those in attendance are
encouraged to sing and to engage the presenter in discussion. Suitable for all ages.
Other available presentation topics include Maritime Disasters and Lifesaving; Songs of Long Island
Whalemen; and Onrust: A Circumnavigation of Long Island through Historic Songs.
Fee: $200, negotiable, with consideration of travel time and distance from Southold to presentation
location. Contact: seasonghistory@gmail.com or (631) 765-9257 and (207) 726-4747. Length: 45
minutes to 2 hours. Platform: In-person.

Nancy Atlas In Concert
Enjoy an acoustic performance from one of the East End's most celebrated singer-songwriters, Nancy
Atlas, an up close and personal concert that includes The Tale of Johnny Load, a sea shanty written for
and in conjunction with A Speck In The Sea. The program also includes other Atlas classics, East End
Run, Just Another Day, and Lost Highway. Known for her raspy alto voice and velvet punch Americana
lyrics, this is a very special show you won't want to miss. Fee: negotiable taking travel time into
consideration. Contact: Nancy Atlas nancyatlasinc@gmail.com Platform: In-person.

Historical Presentations

Leisurama of Montauk: An Only in America Story
Esperanza and Irwin explore the extraordinary history behind Leisurama of Montauk.  The story starts
with a piece of history: the 1959 "Kitchen Debate" between Soviet Premier Nikita Khruschev and Vice
President Richard Nixon taking place in a...you guessed it...Leisurama Kitchen in the American National
Exhibition in Moscow.  The story moves to 1964 New York City, and the cast of characters include the
modernist architect Andrew Geller, Marketing Director (and later Presidential Speechwriter and N.Y.
Times columnist) William Safire and Montauk legend Frank Tuma. Leisuramas were sold in Macy's
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flagship Herald Square store.  While many of the original Leisuramas have been renovated beyond
recognition, or replaced by larger homes entirely, the bones are still evident.  Past and current real estate
ads for Leisurama are contrasted to the original marketing plan, and the value of an intact Leisurama as a
piece of history is discussed.  An Only In America story, particularly in the 1960's, where anything, from
landing a man on the moon, to buying a summer house in a department store, seemed possible.
Fee: Free to libraries. Contact: Irwin Levy irwintlevy@gmail.com (516) 456-133. Length: 1 hour.
Platform: Zoom. In-person at libraries on the South Fork east of the Shinnecock Canal, Southampton to
Montauk.

Aground! Shipwrecked on the Shores of Long Island
The treacherous shores of Long Island have resulted in numerous shipwrecks and maritime tragedies. In
this program, Eco-Photo Explorers will examine some of Long Island’s most important and compelling
shipwrecks. The stories of these harrowing events are part of the fabric of Long Island’s history. Tales of
Revolutionary War era warships, slave ships, smugglers and shipwrecks that changed modern maritime
practices will all be discussed. (Available for dates after March 31, 2023.)
Fee: In-person $295.  Virtual $200. Contact: Michael Salvarezza / Christopher Weaver
www.ecophotoexplorers.com/contact (917) 838-9323, (631) 807-2308 Length: 1.5 hours.
Platform: In-person or Zoom.

Long Island Maritime History: Stories of Tragedy and Rescue
Long Island has a very rich maritime history. From the early colonial days to modern times, the shores
and offshore waters of Long Island have often been the stage for fascinating drama. Tragic shipwrecks,
heroic rescues, unbelievable courage and fascinating history are all part of the fabric of Long Island. The
story of the Pelican, a fishing boat lost off Montauk in 1951, will be a featured story in this program,
along with other spellbinding tales of marine rescues and shipwrecks. The program will conclude with
an examination of the history of the Life Saving Services here on Long Island. Join Eco-Photo Explorers
for a fascinating look into the Maritime History that is Long Island.
Fee: In-person $295.  Virtual $200. Contact: Michael Salvarezza / Christopher Weaver
www.ecophotoexplorers.com/contact (917) 838-9323, (631) 807-2308. Length: 1.5 hours.
Platform: In-person or Zoom.

Famous Long Island Shipwrecks
Learn about prominent Long Island shipwrecks in a lecture by historian, author and retired Newsday
reporter Bill Bleyer. The PowerPoint lecture will include maritime disasters from the Prins Maurits
carrying colonists to what would become Delaware, HMS Culloden wrecked at Montauk during the
American Revolution, the Mexico and Bristol carrying immigrants during the early 1800s, the fire that
destroyed the steamship Lexington in 1840 – Long Island Sound’s worst calamity – to the sinking of the
USS San Diego in World War I and the loss of the tugboat Gwendoline Steers in a 1962 winter storm.
Fee: $150. Contact: Bill Bleyer H: (516) 628-1826 C: (516) 306-4280 billbleyer@gmail.com
Platform: In-person or Zoom.

The History of the Oak Beach Life-Saving Station
Built in 1872, the Oak Beach Life Saving Station, located in the Town of Babylon, was originally part of a
network of more than 20 such stations that dotted Long Island’s south shore.  Established by the U.S.
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government to provide aid to shipwrecked vessels, these stations were the predecessor to the country’s
modern-day Coast Guard.  When the Oak Beach station was severely damaged by Tropical Storm Irene
in August 2011 and then again by Superstorm Sandy in October 2012, it was initially slated to be
demolished.  However, after learning more about the structure’s historic significance and securing grant
funding, an alternate plan was devised.  Explore the history of this Life-Saving Station and how the
Town of Babylon was able to rescue and repurpose the building. The project was selected as a 2020
Project Excellence Award winner by Preservation Long Island.
Fee: $150. Contact: Mary Cascone (631) 587-3750 mcascone@townofbabylon.com
(Payable to the Babylon Town Historical Society. Libraries in the Town of Babylon are eligible for a
discounted fee, please call.) Length: 1 Hour. Platform: In-person or Zoom.

The Tragedy of the Pelican
On Labor Day weekend in 1951, the day dawned bright and filled with promise in Montauk, as hundreds
of sportsmen and women arrived there on the Fishermen’s Express train from New York.  Sixty-two of
them found their way onto the Pelican, an “open” fishing boat, helmed by popular captain Eddie Carroll
and his first mate.  After a few hours on the water, a violent, freak squall capsized the Pelican about a
mile away from the lighthouse, trapping some passengers in a below-decks cabin and tossing everyone
else into the roiling sea.  Forty-five people died in the chaos, including the captain, and 19 others were
saved by local mariners and the Coast Guard.  While all of Montauk was shell-shocked to lose one of its
own, families of the other victims, most of whom had met one another on the day of the accident, have
had no way to gather together as a group to mourn their loss.  One positive outcome of this terrible loss
of life was a new set of regulations for small fishing vessels, resulting in a much safer sport.
Fee: None. Contact: jonathan@montaukhistoricalsociety.org. Length: 1 - 1.5 hours. Platform: Zoom.

The Montauk Historical Society is working to create a memorial to the tragedy at the lighthouse, and is
actively seeking to meet and interview people who have some connection to the event.

Crafts

Scrimshaw Art Workshop
Explore the world of scrimshaw as an American folk art popularized during the age of whaling. See
authentic examples from the Cold Spring Harbor Whaling Museum’s historic collection and discover how
whalers carved teeth, bones and baleen into beautiful works of art. Participants can sketch, carve, and
ink a “fauxshaw” keepsake box using a scratching and inking method.
Fee: In-person - $325. Mileage charge if 15+ miles away. Live Virtual - $275, includes 15 craft kits.
Additional kits $5. Pre-recorded $200, includes 15 kits. Additional kits $5. Kits are picked up from
Museum, or shipped to library for a $30 flat fee. Contact: CSH Whaling Museum  (631) 367-3418 x10
info@cshwhalingmuseum.org Length: 45 Minutes.

Ocean Origami Workshop
Did you know that in April of 1845, the Long Island whaleship Manhattan became the first American
ship to enter Japan's waters in over 200 years? Celebrate America’s enduring appreciation of Japanese
artistry by creating some ocean-inspired origami scenes.

5

mailto:mcascone@townofbabylon.com
mailto:jonathan@montaukhistoricalsociety.org
mailto:info@cshwhalingmuseum.org


Fee: In-person - $325. Mileage charge if 15+ miles away. Live Virtual - $275, includes 15 craft kits.
Additional kits $5. Pre-recorded $200, includes 15 kits. Additional kits $5. Kits are picked up from
Museum, or shipped to library for a $30 flat fee. Contact: CSH Whaling Museum  (631) 367-3418 x10
info@cshwhalingmuseum.org Length: 45 Minutes.

Health and Safety

The Circuitry of Fear: Post-traumatic Stress Disorder
This interactive presentation provides a look at the neuro-biological, including neuro-immunological, and
neuro-anatomical effects of Post-traumatic stress disorder. Participants will learn to distinguish “drama”
versus “trauma,” the symptoms of PTSD, risk and resilience factors of PTSD, and will be provided with
numerous resources for learning more about PTSD. Presented by Denise Dixon, PhD, Licensed clinical
health psychologist.
Fee: None. Contact: John Perkins, Community Outreach Manager - St. Catherine of Siena Hospital & St.
Charles Hospital Phone: (631) 474-6251 Email: John.Perkins@chsli.org Platform: In-person or Zoom.

Boating Safety
An instructor from America’s Boating Club- United States Power Squadron will conduct this 8-hour basic
boating class which reduces your risk of accidents and injuries, saves you money on boat insurance and
satisfies NYS requirements for boat operators. Instructors are U. S. Coast Guard and NYS Certified.
Fee: $60 per person. Contact: Bob Bernstein, Education Officer for District 3, serving Nassau and Suffolk
Counties. (516) 429-3439, hbbern01@gmail.com Platform: In-person.

Feature Films

Open Water (2003.  R. 1hr 19min)
Based on the true story of two scuba divers accidentally stranded in shark infested waters after their tour
boat has left.

All is Lost (2013. PG-13. 1 hr 46 min)
During a solo voyage in the Indian Ocean, a veteran mariner (Robert Redford) awakes to find his vessel
taking on water after a collision with a stray shipping container. With his radio and navigation equipment
disabled, he sails unknowingly into a violent storm and barely escapes with his life. With any luck, the
ocean currents may carry him into a shipping lane -- but, with supplies dwindling and the sharks circling,
the sailor is forced to face his own mortality.

The Perfect Storm (2000. PG-13. 2hr 10min)
Based on a true story, the film tells of the courageous men and women who risk their lives every working
day, pitting their fishing boats and rescue vessels against the capricious forces of nature. Their worst
fears are realized at sea on Halloween of 1991, when they are confronted by three raging weather fronts
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which unexpectedly collide to produce the greatest, fiercest storm in modern history -- "The Perfect
Storm."

In the Heart of the Sea (2015. PG-13. 2hr 2min)
In 1820, crewmen (Chris Hemsworth, Benjamin Walker, Cillian Murphy) aboard the New England vessel
Essex face a harrowing battle for survival when a whale of mammoth size and strength attacks with
force, crippling their ship and leaving them adrift in the ocean. Pushed to their limits and facing storms,
starvation, panic and despair, the survivors must resort to the unthinkable to stay alive. Their incredible
tale ultimately inspires author Herman Melville to write Moby Dick.

The Reef (2010. R. 1hr 34min)
Not only has this group of pals found themselves capsized and stranded out at sea, they’re also being
stalked by a great white shark.

White Squall (1996. PG-13. 2hr 9min)
Based on the real-life sailing boat the Albatross, which sank in 1961, director Ridley Scott not only
focuses on the trauma of the event itself, but also spends plenty of time developing the characters
beforehand in a coming-of-age style plot which makes the tragedy even more hard hitting for the
audience.

Trip Ideas

Montauk Lighthouse Tours
Call the museum office at (631) 668-2544 to schedule group tours.

Fishing Charter/ Sunset Cruises

Viking Fleet
Offers many options for fishing and sunset cruises and whale watching in Montauk. Visit their website
for all of their boat and tour options.
https://vikingfleet.com/private-charters. email to book: vikingfleet@gmail.com

The Viking Star is 104′ long and is licensed to carry 149 passengers. She was designed and built by
Captain Paul Forsberg to navigate and fish the waters of Montauk in comfort. There are 110 rod holders
at the rail. The Viking Star is equipped with a full galley with hot meals and hot beverages available for
purchase. Tackle is available for purchase as well. Indoors in the heated and spacious 65 foot cabin there
is seating for 72 passengers. Outdoors there is seating for 75 people on the top observation deck and 76
people on the main fishing deck.

● Sunset Cruises (2 hours) $1,500 plus a 20% Gratuity
○ Enjoy a scenic cruise of the Montauk shoreline and the Montauk Lighthouse while watching

the sun set over Gardiners Island
○ Trip Limited to 60 passengers
○ Additional passengers after 60 are $25 per person
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● Half Day (4 hours) $2,000 plus 20% Gratuity
○ Up to 30 passengers
○ Additional passengers are $65 per person*
○ Perfect for fluke and / or porgies and sea bass

Whale Watching
Join the Viking Fleet and CRESLI (Coastal Research and Education Society of Long Island) on a true
family adventure! Pass the Montauk Lighthouse looking for whales, dolphins, turtles and seabirds in
their natural environment.  A qualified marine biologist will narrate the tour and answer all
passengers’ questions. Please remember to bring sunblock, a hat, a layer and sunglasses. Food and
beverages are available for purchase onboard. Parking is free.
https://vikingfleet.com/whale-watching/ Beginning in July.

Additional Fishing Options - smaller capacity boats

November Rain Charters
https://www.novemberraincharters.com

Double D Charters
https://www.doubledmontaukfishing.com

Fin Chaser
https://myfinchaser.com
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